[Restricted T cell receptor V beta gene expression in bronchoalveolar lavage lymphocytes of patients with sarcoidosis].
T lymphocytes in bronchoalveolar lavage (BAL) fluid from patients with sarcoidosis are activated. They are thought to recognize as yet unknown antigens and to play an important role in the pathogenesis of the disease. We studied the use of the T cell receptor V beta gene of lymphocytes obtained by BAL and lymphocytes obtained from peripheral blood of 11 patients with sarcoidosis and 9 normal controls, using the reverse transcriptase-polymerase chain reaction. As compared to the normal controls, V beta 2 and V beta 6 genes were predominantly expressed (> 15% of the sum of all V beta transcripts) on lymphocytes obtained from BAL fluid in 4 and 7 of 11 patients with sarcoidosis, respectively, but no specific V beta gene was predominantly expressed on lymphocytes obtained from peripheral blood. These results imply that those lymphocytes that are obtained from BAL fluid and that express V beta 2 and V beta 6 genes are involved in the pathogenesis of sarcoidosis.